THE REVOLUTION OF 1908-9
loyal to the Constitution, occupied the square
before the old Parliament House. One Colonel,
who remonstrated with his men, was shot on the
spot. Another officer was pulled off a tramcar
and deprived of his sword. The mob applauded,
and the mutineers grew more daring. The
bazaars of Stamboul were closed; the shops of
Pera followed suit. Panic reigned throughout
the capital. In Asia Minor, the consequences
of reactionary preaching were much worse, for
in the Adana massacres thousands of Armenians
lost their lives, and the flame of hatred was only
extinguished just in time to prevent a general
conflagration.
In face of these disturbances, the Cabinet met
at the Sublime Porte and resigned. Hilmi
Pacha and Ahmed Riza left the capital. The
Minister of War, threatened by the revolted
troops, made good his escape. The Ministers of
Marine and Justice (the latter apparently in
mistake for the Minister of War) were shot by
the mutineers. These then marched to the
Arsenal for more ammunition and there shot
down an officer who courageously attempted to
hold that building against them. A deputy was
shot, also in mistake for some one else. Mah-
mud Moukhtar Pacha, Commander of the
Guards, eluded his pursuers and found asylum in
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